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n * cptcnbcr ii^nd, L’r, . alter .'Mtc, 
i.zcoulive . ccret^r,' o v thc*3fa tlonal ,cl octatlon \ 
for the Advancement of Colored People, called 
at nj office and adviced nc that he ic n alting 
a trip through vuriouc battle, ’rente in connection \ 
iith Ml official activities* Included in I'r* 
,.hitc f t> itinerary Dill be 1 : atop in bo ,ton and ~ 

I have J urntihed htn uith ; our n one ,m c sungectcdy, 
that he get in touch uith you • :'r* bhtie has 

been friendly and cooperative i'tth the bureau and 
I vent to be burr V'<xt jou arc verj courteous and j 
pleasant to hint 
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Reference is made to the attached letter dated 
September lb, l'.)43 , from. Arthur h. Spingarn , President of 
thcVntional Association for the Advancement of Colored 
-.'ropV.Cj in which he request testimonial letter from th 
.Director , direct''.! to ""alter JhitCj See rotary of that 
Association , on the occasion of lliite's completion of P5 
of service therewith. 
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A review of the Bureau files was made in connecti 
'~h4~ tc . and it is interesting to note that v'e do nn t !, c 
an hi*. There ar e many many see r^fr- r '■men t a]j of t- 
b ■* — mrrrfrt — nmrx r .0 his activities cone n rnino thr A-ic.cci at, 


on ' \/ f %, 
van, : yz i 17 
hi oh "'rta.in 
ion. 


On several occasions he has be^n in to see the director con- 
cerning hh*> cases that we bad un^cr invest ioat i on involving civil ri-bd;?}, 

The r files reflect that he is a mi I'Xfant ~ty]rc of individual 
and is active in every conceivable progmm in nh i c +Le let torment of 
the Pc pro race might be involved. In such participation, of co->,r.' - , 
he is alleged to have made numerous statements vjhich a fc~ of h.Ti-t i cal 
no, t a n: — o fvario us -irnd iruirlua 1 s -n, exampl e^ of tints todul dr b ~ the 
Detroit r iot case in which he is alleged to have Placed the bl ame 
therefore on the lack of intelligent administration o' law cnforc .nent 
in the city, as well as the allegation TTfd'f jfiftJi CoJVfnvirs-m "as behind 
the entire, affair. /\<f2 

W£ 

l hive has apparently incurred hhe suspicion of many , so •. l« 

/svf. go‘v bs>in'. communistic , although this is nob definitely 

f-Jj St \s believed that d urriy guarded and cautious shabr.n^nt c on 7 V h- s. 
made, and would certainly do the Bureau no harm, hut w ouj i on \h r 
yf otnjr hand aid us in our relations vith the j stfiTo race. 
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NATIONAL OFFICERS 


EXECUTIVE, OFFICERS 

Walter White * secretary 
Roy Wilkins 

ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
EDITOR, THE CRISIS 

Thurgood Marshall 
u ... „ „ special counsel 
Milton R Konvitz 
..Prentice Thomas 

assistant special counsel 
Daisy E. Lampkin 
_ FIELD secretary 

Ella J. Baker 

director or branches 
Shirley Graham 
Donald Jones 
E, Frederic Morrow 

Con lcawc in armco teftvicesl 
ASSISTANT PIELO SECRETARIES 
Odette Harper 

PUBLICITY ANO PROMOTION 
Leslie S. Perry 
Frank D. Reeves Con 
administrative assistants 

WASHINGTON BUREAU 


mm IONAL ASSOCIATION M&THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 

69 Fifth Avenue. New York. 3. N. Y. 

TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-3550 / 

Official Organ: The Crisis /C!* jy 


PRESIDENT 

Arthur b. Spingarn 
chairman of the boaro 
Dr. Louis T. Wright 

ACTING CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARO 
Hon. Charles E. Toney 
VICE-PRESIDENTS 
Mary McLeod Bethune 
Nannie H. Burroughs 
Goofrcy Lowell Caboy 
Hon. Anthun Capper 
On. Walter Gray Crump 
Bishop John A- Gregg 
Hu. John Haynes Holmes 
Hon. Ur W. Jayne 
Rev. A. Clayton Powell 
Gen. Theodore Roosevelt 
Obwrlo Garrison Villaro 
William Allen White 

TREASURER 

Mary White Ovington 


Atlonlo 
Baltimore 
Birmingham, Ala. 
Boston 

Charleston, W. Va. 
Chicago 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


I enjoyed tremendously that talkwtth. you yes- 
terday, though my conscience still bothers me a bit 
about staying so long. 

First, let me tell you how grateful I am to \ 
you for the very helpful suggestions you made yesterA, 
day about my preposed trips to the European and Paci-\ 
fio theatres of operation. Especially am I grateful \ 
for your willingness to send a memorandum urging that 
I be permitted to go right up to the battlefronts. - 

This is going to give much greater authority to my \y 
reports. \\ 

I also would be very grateful for any expediting 
of the FBI report to the War Department on my personal 
seaurity application which may be possible — that is pro- 
vided my reputation ia good enough. It is my hope to 
be able to leave for England as early in November as 
is possible. 

And I hope, also, that I shall be able to % 
demonstrate my appreciation by performing the missioned 
vye discussed. On leaving England for NortnVAfrioa, I jj 
shall arrange, if it is at all possible, to v 6t op_off ^ 
for a few days in Lisbon. And when I come beolcT - 1 am 
going to discuss with you the South American trip, if 
you will permit. | w/ l 


Knoxville, Tenn. Dr. William Uovd )m»s 
lot Angeles Thomas L. Griffith, Jr. 

Newark. N, J. Grace B. fenderson 

New York Lillian A. Alexander 

Dr. Allan Knight Cholmers 
Morion Cuihbort 
Hon. Hubert T. Detony 
Douglas P Folconer 
Lewis S. Gannett 
John Hammond 
Rov. John Hovnes Holmes 
Hon. Herbert H. Lohman 
Or O. Cloy Maxwell 
Mary WhJlo Ovmgton 
Hon. Charles Polefti 
A Philip Randolph 
Rev James H. Robinson 
Amy E. Spingorn 
Arthur B. Spmparn 
Dr, Chonning H. Tobias 
Hon. Chorles E. Toney 
Dr. Louis T Wright 

Northampton. Mass.S. Ralph Horlow 
Oklohomo City Roscoe Dunjee 

Peekskill, N. Y, Alfred Baker Lewis 

Philadelphia Isodore Marlin 

Pittsburgh, Pa, Homer S. Brown 

Richmond, Vo. Dr. J. M. Tinsley 

St. Loull Sidney R. Redmond 

Tollodogo, Alo. Dr Buell Gallagher 

Topeka, Kan*. Hon Arthur Copper 

Washington William H. Hosfio 

Dr. Elizabeth Votes Webb 
Frances Hornet Williams 

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 
William H. Hostie, Washington. Chairman 
A T. Wo iden 

£erUtav, CoW. Walter A. Gordon 

Chprle«l*fl, W.Vo. f. G. Nutter 

Ckicog* Irvin C. Mollison 

CWxbmotl Thoodoro M Berry 

CJ<ml«fi4 William T. McKn.ght 

W*»N. William F. Iliig 

Mkiaevlll* S. D. McGill 

U* Angola* Thomas L. Griffith. Jr. 

UyUvUI# Charles W. Anderson 

Ma d feaa, Wl>. Lloyd Garrison 

Naihvllte, Tenn. Z Afexonder Looby 

Donald Crichton 
Morris L. Ernst 
Arthur Garfield Hoys 
Karl N. Llewellyn 
Jcmes Marshall 
Waller Mendelsohn 
Charles H Sfudin 
Homer $ Brown 
Jesse 5. Hoslip 
Amos T. HoU 
Charles H Houston 
Edword P. Lovett 
W. Robert Ming, Jr. 

James N. Nobnf, Jr. 

Leon A. Ron-.om 
Wilmington, Del. Louis L-4todd.no 


With oordial personal re, 
£w£C0RD2D 
Ever sincerely/ 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
Federal Bureau of Investi 
gation 

Washington^ D. C. 

WW:DW 


Pittsburgh 
Toiedo, Ohio 
Tulsa, Okta. 
Washington 
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Mr. Walter White 
Secretary 

National Association for the 
Aovancoment of Colored People 
69 Fifth Avenue 
New York 3, New fork 

Dear >lr. V.hitoi 


I have your letter of September 23, 1943, 
and your telegram sent the next day, concerning your 
contemplated trips to the various theaters of war. 

1 a,sure you I shall bo most happy if our discussion 
of the mnttor proves to havo beon of assistance and 
shall look forward to hearing from you on your return 

You nay bo interested to know your personal 
security questionnaire was reoeived from the War 
Department on tho afternoon of Septomber 24 and was 
cloared on the morning of September 25. 

ftith kind regards. 


Sincerely yours. 


Mr. Tolson 

Mr. E. A T nmm_ 

Mr. Clegg 

Mr. Coffey 

Mr. Glavin 

Mr. Ladd 

Mr. Nichole 

Mr. Rosen 

Mr. Trac> 

Mr. CarsOD 

Mr. Harbo 
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Mr . Hendon , 

Mr. Mum I o/d j/ p T, 
Mr. Piper_ “ J 
Mr. Starke. 

Mr. Quinn 
Mr. Nea8e ^ ^ 
Miss Gandy C ^ ^ 
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Ur, Salter Zhite 
Secretary, National Association 
for the Advancement of Colored People 
69 Fifth Avenue 
New York 3, New York 


Dear Ur* i/hiiet 

Your letter of September 2G has 
just been received, 

I shall be very glad indeed to 
see you upon your return from your trip to 
California and before you leave for Europe * 

9 

Sincerely yours, 

Uc-.t 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 

HEREIN !S ^CLASSIFIED, 

nflTF 4k Ln 


' , c • 




-n --o 

;P fM 

V. 

C"- 

" r i U VoJ 

^ v» r* ,JJ 

-• t..« >f -O, 

^ -- ' 




t. W 

T! n 


Tolaon 
E. A. Ten 

Clegg 

Coffey 

Olavln 

Ladd 

jiicnois 

Rosen 

Tracy 

Acers 

Car non 

Harto 

■Hendon 

ku-dforiT^ 

- 


i-J : 

I* OCT 1 .' 1943 Re. I a 


.eooi^ BOfiuu or |NvtsT r^,n'' ^ 

( ^^DFPABTMENTjjr JUSTICE^, L •*/ ^ 




EXECUTIVE OFFICERS 


NATIONAL OFFICERS 


Walter White secretary 
ROYJ lflLKlNS 

S ASSISTANT SECRETARY 
EDITOR. THE CRISIS 

'thurgood Marshall 

SPECIAL COUNSEL 

Milton R. Konvitz 
Prentice Thomas 

assistant special counsel 

Daisy E. Lahpkin 

field secretary 
Ella J. Baker 

DIRECTOR OF BRANCHES 

Shirley graham 
Donalo Jones 
E. Frederic Morrow 

Con lcaye in armco services] 
ASSISTANT FIELD SECRETARIES 

Odette Harper 

PUBLICITY AND PROMOTION 
Leslie S. Perry 
Frank D. Reeves Con liavb! 
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANTS. 
WASHINGTON BUREAU 


^ffiflONAL ASSOCIATION FOWTIE 

Advancement qfjzolored people 

69 Fifth avenue<tsIew York. 3. N. Y. 

* * 

' ^ TELEPHONE: ALGONQUIN 4-3550 

Tr. Tfl’vn ^ X . 

Official Organ: The Crisis 


PRESIDENT 

Arthur B. Spingarn 
CHAIRMAN OF THE BOARD 
DR. toils T. Wright 
acting chairman of the board 
Hon. Charles E. Toney 

VICE-PRESIDENTS 

Mary McLeod Betmune 
Nannie H. Burroughs 
Goofrey Lowell Cabot 
Hon. Arthur Capper 
Dr. Walter Gray Crump 
Bishop John A. Gregg 
Rev. John Haynes Holmes 
Hon. Ira W. Jayne 
Rev. A. Clayton Powell 
Gen. Theodore Roosevelt 
Oswald Garrison Villaro 
William Allen White 
treasurer 

Mary White Ovington 


September 

28th 

1943 


BOARD OF DIRECTORS ’ 

Atlanta Eugene M. Martin ‘ c - 

Baltimore Carl Murphy I L'/7wT 

Birmingham, Ala. Dr. E. W. Taogart ; 

Boston Dr. lohn B. Hall \ jMP 1 

Charleston, W. Va. T. G. Nuller J nir. Cpnn 

Chicago Earl B. Dickerson \ 

B.shop W J Walls 1 &!/. Ntjooe 

Cleveland Hon. Horry E. Davis , „ 

L Peorl Mitchell r 
Des Moines, lo. S, Joe Brown 
Detroit Louis C. Blount i 

Falls Village, Conn. Dr William Allan Noilson 
Ithaca. N. Y. Mojor Robert E. Tremon 

Knoxville. Tenn. Dr. William Lloyd lutes 
Los Angeles Thomas L. Griffith, Jr. 

Nework, N. J, Grace B. Fendorson 

Now York Lillian A Alexander 

Dr. Allan Knioht Chalmers 
Marion Culhberf 
Hon. Hubert T. Delany 
Douglas P. folconer 
Lewis S. Gannett 
John Hammond 
Rov. John Haynos Holmes 
Hon. Herbert H. Lehman 
Dr. O. Clay Moxwell 
Mory While Ovington 
Hon. Charles Poletri 
A. Philip Randolph 
Rev James H. Robinson 
Amy 6. Spingorn 
Arthur B. Spinparn 
Dr. Channing ft. Tobias 
Hon Charles E. Toney 
Dr. Louis T. Wright 
Northampton, Mass. S. Rolph Horlow 
Oklahoma City Roscoe Ounjee 

Poekskill. N. Y. Alfred Baker lewis 

Philadelphia Isadora Marlin 

Pittsburgh, Pa. Homer S. Brown 

Richmond. Va. Dr. J. M. Tinsley 

St. Louis Sidney R. Rodmond 

Tolladego. Ala. Dr. Buell Gallagher 

Topoka. Kons. Hon. Arthur Capper 

Washington William H. Hastie 

Dr. Elizabeth Yoles Wobb 
Frances Horriel Willtoms 

NATIONAL LEGAL COMMITTEE 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED, 


Dear Mr. Hoover 


It i 9 hard for me to tell you how grateful. 
I am for all that you have done to expedite my /T 
clearance and to insure my seeing all that you aAcl 
I think I should see.- If it isn’t asking too mucfr 
I would like very much to come in again to see you 
after I cone back from California and before I set 
out for the European theatre. 



William H. Hostio, Washington, Choirmon 
Atlanta A. T. Wolden 

Bot koloy, Calif. Walter A. Gordon 

Charloston, W.Va. T. G. Nutter 
Chicogo Irvin C, Molllson 

Cincinnati Theodore M. Berry 

Cleveland William T. McKnight 

Erie. Pa. Williom f. Illig 

Jacksonville S. D. McGill 

Los Anodes Thomos L. Griffith. Jr. 

Louisville Charles W. Anderson 

Madison, Wis. Lloyd Garrison 

Nashville, Tenn. Z Alexcnder looby 

New York Donald Crichton 

Morris L. Ernst 
Arthur Garfield Hoys 
Karl N. Llewellyn 
Jomes Marshall 
Walter Mendelsohn 
Charles H. Studin 

Pittsburgh Homer $. Brown 

Toledo, Ohio Jesse S Heslip 

Tulsa, Oklo. Amos T. Holl 

Washington Chorles H. Houston 

Edword P. Lovett 
W. Robert Mino. Jr. 

Jomes N. Nobrir, Jr. 

Leon A. Ronsom 

Wilmington, Del. Louis L. Redding 


Mr. J* Edgar Hoover, Director 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
United States Department of Justice 
Washington, D. C. 
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<«£.' Walter White, Secretary ' i A 

'National Aesoci&tion fop the • | '/ 

Advancement of Colored People V 

69 Fifth Avenue , - A l . <- 

In Xork, I« lark \V feM */<•-'• 

D«r Ir. Wilt*. / r' J 

In vy letter of June 9, 19W*, you will recall I advised you that a copy of 
your letter to ms, dated May 22, 19U*, was being directed to the Attorney OenerjffT You 
will reoell that I also informed you that any additional infonaation which you might 
forward to m would be brought to the attention of Mr. Biddle. 


Since writing you I have been requested by the Attorney-General to' A«jc you to 
continue to furnish all information concerning the status of racial condition i, not only 
in Detroit but la other areas, which is brought to your attentionT^JP^ihioh-mtght be 
devaleped by you la the course of any inquiries. Z will, of courss, be appreciatively? 7 
of your supplying me any data along these lines. Tou may be assured that they in f$\) 
turn will be brought to the attention of the Attorney General. ~ 

‘ ^ Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 
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IHasfjington, D. ©- 
June 16, 1944 


MEMORANDUM FOR MR. LADD /f 


Mumford 

CJWAlden 


item*™ .z... 

• C^r BlTc k-lhy 

’^r 'f~A * ’ ' •* * W' w j*~-~ ~r * — — 

f wlT * Button 

; / Mr - Callan..7~ZI 

yf MiF Carson 

Cunningham 

Mr: Fitch 

* V . ’- r - Fletcher 

// Mr. Strickland. 


With reference to the attached memorandum addressed to 
the Attorney General transmitting a copy'of the letter addressed 
to the Bureau by Waltej&Wh i te , Executive Secretary of the 
National Association for the Advancem ent of Color ed People 
on May 22, 1944, you are advised that ! ~\ called at 

my office concerning this matter • He stated the Attorney b ( 

General did not believe that the subject matter should be b 

investigated since there were no substantial facts, but only 
rumors. He stated p however, he thought it would be well for 
the Bureau to write a further letter to Walter White requesting 
him to continue to s ubmit to the Bureau such additional data and 
information as he receives upon this or other matters believed 
of interest to the Department • Since we have already written 
White one letter about this, I think it would be well in 
addressing a further letter to him to indicate that the Attorney 
General has reques ted us t o ask White to continue to furnish 
such information, f | indicated that he thought it would 

be well to avoid indicating to White whether we were or were not 
investigating this situation . 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED r v* fr ^* ,I ’“ rs ' 
HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED • X7 

DATF 41% If I ■ Edw. A. Tamm 
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TES GOVERNMENT 


DATE 


The Attorney General 


J. Edgar Hoover - Director 


SUBJECT: -Traci AL CONDITIONS, DETROIT, MICHIGAN 


I em attaching hereto a copy of a letter dated May 22, 1944, directed to me 
by Mr. Walter White, Executive Secretary of the*wational Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People. You will note Mr. White refers to racial tension in Detroit, and 
urges that this Bureau institute an "exhaustive investigation" relative thereto and more 



particularly, an investigation concerning the source of rumors pertaining to Negroes who 
allegedly desire to cause trouble. r ) 


I have informed Mr. White that his letter was being forwarded to you for your 
consideration and stated to him that this Bureau does not institute investigations rela- 
tive to rumors or actual racial trouble and tension, of a nature referred to in his 
letter, without your prior authorization. I also expressed a desire that Mr. Vftiite fur- 
nish the Bureau any additional information he might receive in this regard, particularly 
any data reflecting pro-Axis or subversive elements agitating or exploiting the situa- 
tion in Detroit • _ . 


/I With regard to Mr. White* s letter, I would appreciate it if you will furnish 

mk with an expression of\opinion as to whether any investigation should be made. As you 
knbw, I have in the past /’supplied you with considerable information in turn furnished 
to this Bureau by informants and other sources concerning racial conditions in Detroit. 


With regard to the rumors referred to in Mr. White’s letter, it is recalled — 
that under date of April 1, 1944, I forwarded^ you a memorandum entitled "Racial Condi- 
tions," referring specifically to rumors oTT"Pushing Clubs" in the cities of Harrisburg 
Pennsylvania, Baltimore, Maryland, Detroit, Michigan, and New York City. Informants 
and other sources of the Bureau were contacted with negative results as far as develop- 
ing any foundation in fact to these rumors. With regard to Detroit, it was found by 
the Detroit Police Department that the rumors, of the "Pushing Clubs" were in most in- 
stances passed along as anecdotes at social functions. The Bureau was advised by the 
Detroit Police Department that their investigations of the rumors met with negative 
results. Furthermore, a person believed to have been the original source of a conyersa- 
tion relative to a "Pushing Club," advised he recalled a conversation in which he did 
discuss the fact that he had been confronted with a number of instances of " pushing" on. 
the part of Negro shoppers among white shoppers. This original source indicated that 
possibly his conversation may have been misinterpreted and promoted a rumor concerning 
"Pushing Clubs" which was subsequently relayed by intermediaries to the Detroit Officq^ 
of the Bureau. . 

Tswox.oatnw r 

With regard to Mr. White’s reference to rumors of a V'D Day for Negroes, 
might be noted that during the month of May the Detroit Office received a number of 
complaints about rumors of pending race riots.. The Detroit Police Department ajad the.. 


KEEP IN F. B. I. FIL.ES 


* # ALL inform® 


COPY DE: 

R19?. JA 



♦ 

* % 


*4 


♦ 


Memorandum for the Attorney General 
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Offices of Military and Naval Intelligence also received similar reports. Investiga- 
tion conducted by the Detroit Police Department to determine the source of the rumors 
was conducted and no specific information was received. Military and Naval Intelligence 
in Detroit advised information received by them in this regard was nonspecific and 
without apparent foundation in fact. It has been pointed out, however, in connection 
with the rumors of a possible riot that the National Association for the Advancement of 
Colored People in Detroit was at the time contemplating a parade scheduled for March 
28, 1944, in connection with its annual membership drive. This parade was to have 
attracted some 5 >000 participants. 
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NATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE 
ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 
69 Fifth Avenue, New York, 3 N,T. 


My dear Mr, Hoover t 


c-. 


May 22, 19Ui 


I returned today from Detroit where I found a racial tension as alarming 
as that which existed last year at this time preceding the disastrous race riot of 
June 20, Dangerous rumors are being industriously spread, apparently by organized 
effort. Virtually little Jhas been done by either city or state officials to correct 
any of the conditions which led to last year's riot. It is my measured opinion 
that unless breeders of hate are checked and other corrective action taken it is 
not only possible but probable that there will be another riot when warm weather comes, 

I therefore take the liberty of urging that the Federal Bureau of Investiga- 
tion institute an exhaustive investigation as soon as possible and that the Department/ 
of Justice take appropriate action based upon that investigation, to stem the tide 
which is running high. 

Specifically, it is recommended that investigation be made o f the sources of 
the rumors regarding the so-c a'lled^'Bumping Club" and a "Negro D Day." 1 | b>: 

| of our Detroit Branch whose offices are located at Ui.6 b ' ,c 
East Warren Avenue (Telephones Temple 1-3609) has at my request supplied me with the 
following information regarding these two rumors. 


1* Rumors are again circulating throughout Detroit which follow the 
general pattern of those which circulated last year. The most prevalent 
one, which is most widely circulated among white people is the story 
about the "bumping club". The variations of this rumor all center around 
a Negro maid who either will not work on Tuesday or takes off Thursdays 
to go downtown and bump white people on streetcars, buses, and crowded 
pedestrian traffic. The maid is alleged to have told her employer that 
she is a member of the "bumping club". ’ 

2. Rumors about "D" Day coming from School Administrators who in good /T* 

faith have been told that Negro students are circulating among themselves 
statements about "D" Day for Negroes. 7/e have traced this rumor from the * 
president of the Teacher's Federation who got it from one of the attendance 
officers who in turn got it from a principal of a southeastern school in 
the city* This is as far as we have been able to trace the rumor, but to 
date have received no evidence that such an idea ds prevalent among Negroes 
themselves, 

I do not need to add that any assistance that we may be able to give in 
running down and checking these rumors will be gladly and freely given to the extent 
of our ability. 


Sincerely yours, 

ALL INFORMATION WNTAIf Ylhite 

her c :n is ukcussifieo . 
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UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT 


DATE': I 2 /II /44 
..A RRR:edm 


ALDER 


FROM 


SUBJECT: WALTER FRANCIS WHITE, SECURITY MATTER - C Vl ! , 

At the request of | ) in the Internal Security Division, the 

files of the State Deoartmert were checked concerning the alleged issuance of 
a passport to Walter Francis White of the National Association for the Advance 
©ent of Colored People, the indication being tha t he was proceeding t o R u ssi a. 


*Y. Mcnois_ 
Poa«n 
.‘f . T nvcy 


The passport files reve&l that under date of September 24, 1 ^ 3 # subject* 
made application for a passport to proceed to the British Isles. At this tine ' i 
he advised that he was horn in Atlanta, George, on July 1, 1893, and that his permanent! 
address was 409 Edgecomb Avenue, New York City. Passport number 789499 was issued to 
him on December 24, 1943, Under date of November 29, 1944, the subject mado application 
for revalidation of his passport, stating that he had received an assignment to the 
Commander in Chief, U. S. Pacific Fleet and other war theaters as a correspondont 
for the New York Post. Under date of November 30, 1944, the subject’s passport was re- 
validated for a period of six months, valid for travel to such countries as the bearer 
may desire to travel by reason of his assignment to the Commander in Chief, U* S. 
Pacific Fleet. With reference to his desire to go to other theatara,_jtfeeuSt#t»^ Pepart- 
ment advised that clearance had not as yet been received/jfnom the War DSfoarT^&fttT 


In reviewing the passport file, it was noted tba 
tion for revalidation of paesport was not cleared through 


apparen'i.ljf-JIhitaJte applies 
he i 


15 if 



JIW :mr 

4 100 - 32 ! 
H ^OHdjw 


Your latter postmarked July 5» 1944, la before me for acknowl- 


edgment 


I have carefully noted the content of your communication and 
wish to thank you for bringing the information contained therein to my 
attention. 


Should you obtain any information which you believe to be of 
Interest to thie Bureau, I want you to feel free to communicate directly 
with the Special Agent in Charge of our Newark Field Division which is 
located at 1836 Rayaond-Commerce Building, Newark 2, New Jersey. 

1 t / • t . • •. i . 1 * . • . * 

Sincerely yours. 


John Edgar Hoover 
Direotor 
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Coffey. 


Glavln_ 

Ladd 

Nichols. 

Rosen ] 

Tracy 

Mohr 


:arson 


Hendon. 


. iJumford 

. Jones 

. Quinn Tamn_ 

. Neaae 

Hiss Candy 



STANDARD FORM NO. 64 


f 


I 


I 

1 



maum • united 1 gc 

ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
„ HEREIN IS UNCI A3SIFIEI7" 
<flK OATF #/ M S MCstjMh '4k 


The Director 


FROM 


SUBJECT: WALTER WHITE, EXECUTIVE SECRETARY OF ffi 
FOR ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


.TIONAL ASSOCIATION 


I thought you would be interested in knowing that the^y^ eop le ,'s., Voic 
Negro Communist newspaper for October 26, 19U6, carried an ar ticl^ ghich re- " 
fleeted that Walter Wh ite has begun writing a s y ndic ate col umn for d^ily' news. 


According to the "People's Voice," his column will appear in the New 
York "Herald Tribune," the Chicago "Daily News," the Philadelphia, "Bulletin, J 
the Akron, Ohio "Beacon Journal" and the Detroit "Free Press." j 


vcuio u avwouwiuti xa 1 \jx uuo jl ou u . y 

that the. .Bureau j.s _constantly receiying_complaints from White con cerning allegeq y 
violations of^civil_right3 perpetrated^arimarilic-against.the . Negro race which*" 
necessitate a reply from the B u reau. It iA felt that poss ibly these answers he 
rece ives ~ffo5r~ERe~ Bureau will be u s ed by him either in w hole .or in part £n his* 
colu mn a nd consequently-.we_shoul d be more cautious in directing any communications 
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ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
HEREIN IS. UNCLASSIFIED 
' , DATE 01-04-2007 BY 60324 AUC EAW/CPB/RYS 


NOTICE 


DOCUMENT CANNOT BE SCANNED 


DESCRIPTION 
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New Bleach o 
Turns Black l 
Skins White 

NEW YORK, Aug. 16 (INS) — 
I Walter White reported yesterday 
that scientists have discovered a 
; chemical that can change - the 
color of skin from black to white. 

He identified the chemical as 
monobenzyl ether of hydroquinone. 

White, secretary of the National 
Association for the Advancement 
of Colored People, in a magazine 
article said if the chemical is 
made available at moderate cost 
"the racial, social, economic and 
political consequence would be 
tremendous." 


Racial Prejudice Fading in Japa\ 


BY WALTER WHITE, 

Secretary. National Association for tha Advancement of Colored Peonla 

TOKYO — One of the most fascinating experiences in revis- 
iting war zones is that of measuring the extent of survival of 
racial prejudices or of democratic practices initiated by Ameri- 
can soldiers during the fighting. * 

Here and there one encounters residual remains of fan- 
tastic myths about Negroes — for example, the one that all 
colored people have tails or that Negroes in the United 
States occupy virtually the same status as untouchables 
once did in India. 

But one finds far more frequently that the deliberate 
efforts a minority of white Americans made during the war 
to create difficulties for colored ones have 
either been totally forgotten or have resulted I 
in a materially increased sympathy for Negro * 
occupation troops. This is especially true ( 
among those who themselves have been the 
targets of color prejudice. 

For example, we talked with a brilliant 
and charming graduate of Wellesley College 
who had undergone considerable persecution 
from her fellow- Japanese during the war be- 
cause of her outspoken pro-American views. 

“The thing which hurt most and proved to be 
one of the most valuable aids to the war lords 
in whipping up hatred of the United States White 
was Americans calling us 'yellow . . ", she told us. “We knew 
the Germans weren't being called ‘white . . .' and we couldn't 
convince the people we talked to that the United States wasn't 
as evil as Japanese propagandists said when we were attacked 
because of our color." 

IT IS A PLEASURE to report that we found here a re- 
markable absence of friction or prejudice between white and 
Negro troops or civilian occupation personnel although a very 
high percentage of Americans here are from the deep South. 

Seven out of ten soldiers who stood in line in front of 
me at the PX window where Americans can purchase yen 
or military scrip spoke in accents redolent of Mississippi 

//sy.y 


or other deep South states, which 6eems to be about the 
average of sectional origins of occupation personnel. 

Despite this fact, according to Maj. Gen. Doyle 0. Hickey, 
deputy chief of staff of the Far East Command, himself a 
Mississippian, there has been only one minor instance of fric- 
tion between whites and Negroes in Japan the last six months. 

• 

THIS IS TRUE in spite of and possibly because of the new 
army policy of racial integration. It appears that only a be- 
ginning of compliance with the armed services' order to wipe 
out segregation has as yet been made here in Japan. 

I discussed this briefly at luncheon with Gen. Mac- 
Arthur whose views on the necessity and practicability 
of abolishing racial discrimination in the armed forces 
seem to have grown materially since we last discussed the 
subject in 1945 during the battle of Manila. 

But it is obvious that the U9e of racial friction in the 
United States by both Russia and Britain to create distrust 
of Americans in Asia has made Gen. MacArthur acutely aware 
of the problem. 

• 

THIS AWARENESS seemed to underlie much of his alarm 
over the worsening of the situation in Asia, especially in China. 

“Even if Chiang Kai-shek had been the devil incarnate, 
we should have backed him to the limit as we should back 
every anti-Communist," MacArthur told us. He added 
that the race question plagues and complicates every 
phase of American diplomatic and military policy in the 
Far East. 

That his concern is abundantly justified is to be Been on 
every hand here by the frequency of the questions asked of 
the two Negro members of the 'round the world Town Meet- 
ing seminar. 

The questioners seem to find it almost impossible to under- 
stand why or how Negro Americans can continue to have | 
faith in a country which does nothing, apparently, to stop 
lynching and discrimination, which is about all they hear about j 
Negroes in the United States. 



FROM COLUMNIST WHITER , — I ^ , 

Some Advice to GOP Rebuilders 


BY WALTER WHITE 

Secretory, National Association for the Advancement of Colored People 

OMAHA — Guy Gabrielson of the Republican National 
Committee did not include me among the 16,000 Americans 
of whom he asked advice on what needs to be done to stop the 
I GOP from passing totally from the American scene. 

But as a passionate advocate of the two-party system 
I I want to share with him (and you) a few observations 
made in the last s ix weeks in Arizona, Califo rnia , Oregon, 

I Washington, Wisconsjn7~ Minnesota. Illing js, Nebraska, 
Ohio, Michfga~n~and'New York. 

Thirty years of experience in the battle for human rights 
i have convinced me that democracy, especially for minorities, 
can survive only when there are at least two 
I political parties reasonably equal in strength. 

Unbroken rule from 1920 to 1932 was good 
S neither for the nation nor the Republican 
| Party since it bred belief that the GOP was 
| invincible. It is equally dangerous for Demo- 
crats to believe that they cannot be beaten; 
j it is tragic for the opposition party to be 
I largely responsible by its inability to formu- 
late a program which could bring it victory. 

An economics professor in a Midwestern 
state university told me an experience which 
illustrates the need of more realistic think- 
[ ing by Republicans. He' attended a meeting White 

of the city’s top 15 business men who talked heatedly against 
I “outside” control of the town's affairs and Democrats ruining 
j the nation through concentration of power in Washington. 
Free enterprise and local control muBt be preserved, they 
argued, or else. 

• 

IT OCCURRED TO THE professor to see how "local” the 
group was. Thirteen of the 15 were local representatives of 
New ‘York, Detroit. Akron and Philadelphia corporations. Of 
I the other two whom he classified as local, one had recently re- 
modeled his department store at a cost of three million dollars, 
most of which he had borrowed from a New York bank. At 
| least so far as that town is concerned centralization of power 
had been started long before the advent of the New Deal or 
the Fair Deal. 

Senator Brlcker's proposal to legalize the "affair’’ 


which conservative Republicans and Dixiecrats have been 
carrying on so scandalously these past dozen years hit the 
headlines the day I talked with a group of western business 
men. They wanted to know what needed to be done to win 
back to the GOP the Negro vote, especially in the 17 states 
with 281 electoral votes where that vote is pivotal. 

I suggested as a first step fulfillment of the 1948 Re- — 
publican platform: “Lynching or any other form of mob 
violence anywhere is a disgrace to any civilized nation . . . 
we favor the prompt enactment of legislation to end this 
infamy." “One of the basic principles of this Republic . . . 
equal opportunity to work ... we favor the enactment 
and just enforcement of such Federal legislation as may 
be necessary . . .” ,? We favor the abolition of the poll 
tax . . “We are opposed to the idea of racial segregation 
in the armed services . . .” 

Senators who worked to translate these solemn pledges into 
legislative reality, Mr. Gabrielson, are today both in disfavor 
and in the minority among Senate Republicans. In their stead 
Republicans -like Senate-Minority Leader Wherry play their 
game so identically with that of the Dixiecrats on racial and 
economic issues that none can draw a discernible line of de- 
marcation between them. 


HONESTLY. MR. GABRIELSON. can you blame the^Negro, 
voters of Illi nois , Ohio and California who cast the ballots 
which elected Truman instead of Dewey in 1948 for being 

somewhat less than trusting of GOP promises? 

* 

1 know a goodly number of them and talk to them in 
their homes and churches and organization meetings. 

J They distrust the Dixiecrat wing of the Democratic Party 
) and the slippery Northern Democratic politicians as much 
( as they do men like Senators Wherry and Bricker. 

May I suggest you read Henry Lee Moon’s excellent book, 
“Balance of Power,” and an article, “Does the Republican 
Party Want the Negro Vote?”, by Arnold Aronson and Samuel 
Spiegler in The Crisis for December if you want the facts. 

Give these voters proof that the GOP doesn't make pledges 
on human rights only to forget them, Mr. Gabrielson, and 
they won't cast the deciding votes against your party. The 
new session of the 81st Congress will give your party oppor- 
tunity to prove its sincerity when the FEPC is called up. 

^ •: Sr 


FHA Accused of Discrimination 


BY W ALTER WHITE 

Secret a rr. Nntlonnl Assoclmlnu for the Advoncemcnt of Colored Pcoole C 

NEW YORK — A showdown to determine whether Presi- 
dent Truman or the Army and the FHA shall decide what is 
to be done about racial discrimination is imminent and inevit- 
able. More than a year ago the President ordered the Army, 
Navy and Air Force to do something about segregation oi 
Negroes in the defense forces. 

The Navy and Air Force went to work immediately 
and have gone a long way toward racial integration and 
equalizing of opportunity. The Army has stubbornly re- 
fused to budge except 0 in a few token moves. 

Recently Baltimore-born Phillip Pearlman, Solicitor Gen 
eral of the United States, announced on behalf of himself, 
President Truman and Attorney General J. Howard McGrath 
that henceforth no Federal monies shall be gwng 
given through the FHA for construction of 
any housing from which American citizens 
are barred because of race, color, creed or i 
national origin. No reasonable person can ' 
question the right of the government to make 
and enforce such a requirement. Funds 
loaned by the FHA and all other government 
agencies are obtained through the taxation 
of all citizens. No tax exemptions have ever 
been given citizens to whom equal benefits 
are denied. Thus the United States Govern- 
ment said through Mr. Pearlman’s order that 
Americans who insist on indulgence of their White 
personal prejudices must pay for that luxury and shall not 
have government assistance in enforcing them. 

• 

MR. PEARLMAN’S STATEMENT was widely praised all 
over the United States. For mors than .10 years a continued 


campaign had been carried on to persuade the FHA to cease 
its flagrantly discriminatory practices which were so brazen 
as to include in its Underwriters' Manual specific instructions 
to refuse approval of loans to minorities except in segregated 
areas. 

It was not until 1941 that continued public pressure force< 
the FHA to remove the discriminatory provision from its Un- 
derwriters' Manual. But the FHA continued its discrimination 
by recommending inclusion of restrictive covenants in new 
housing developments until the United States Supreme Court 
ruled that no agency of government could enforce such cove- 
nants. 

• 

APPARENTLY IDENTICAL tactics are now being fol 
owed by the FHA to avoid compliance with the newest ordei 
to cease and desist from racial discrimination. An anonymous 
FHA spokesman is quoted in an Associated Press story out of 
Washington as saying that "racial segregation in public hous- 
ing projects will be left up to local authorities,” adding as a 
concession to the President’s order and public opinion, “so 
long as equitable provision is made for all races.” 

It is clearly manifest now that neither the FHA nor 
the United States Army intends to comply with the ex- 
plicit orders of the President, the Attorney General or the,, 
Solicitor General if they can get away with such thumb- 
nosing. 

Commendable though the orders may be, they are meaning 
.ess before the ink has dried on them if the executing agencies 
find or devise loopholes or excuses to evade their implementa- 
tion. This kind of action makes it obligatory upon President 
Truman to insist on compliance or resignations. To do other- 
wise would constitute an admission by him of weakness and 
of inability to lead his own administration. ' 


i 
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New York, N. 
aouary 25 > 


Y. 

1952 


Mr. Hoover: 

When recently being interviewed 
by this office in connection with an ex- 
tortion letter received by him, Wa lter 
Whit^, Executive Secretary of the toAflCT, 
"-wihrVery complimentary to the Bureau and 
told the following story: 

He said that he had recently re- 
ceived a telephone call from an executive 
of Hadassah, a Jewish women's organization 
in Philadelphia, who stated that they under- 
stood that Walter White had issued a state- 
ment critical" of the FBI's activities in 
connection. with the Negro bombings in Florida 
and that White had stated that the FBI was 
not diligent “and not doing a conscientious 
job in the Florida bombings. 

White said he told this Hadassah 
executive he had not made any such statement 
and that as a matter of fact, the FBI was 
doing an outstanding job in Florida. He 
further told this executive he had been down 
in Florida and had observed the FBI's efforts 
and that they had been working night and day 
in a most conscientio us manner 
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New York, N. Y. 
January 25, 1952 


Mr. Hoover: 

While being interviewed the other 
day in connection with an extortion letter 
received by him, Walter White, Executive 
Secretary, NAACP, volunte ered the followin g 
information regarding the 
incident at the Stork Club: 


White said thatL 


is apparently wor ried over this incident. 
cording to White , \~ 
attorney , got in touc h with White and told 
him thatf - 


Ac- 


Jwould like to shake 


hands and forget the inc ident and also wa nted 


to have Walter White ancl[ 


as 


his guests for the evening at the St ork Club . 
White stated he refused £he offer of I I 


as long as there was no guarantee that 
no discrimination would be practiced in the 
future at the Stork Club. 

White also said he had received a 
telepho ne call from Walt er Winchell concern- 


ing the 


1! 


incident and that 


Winchell talked to him over the telephone 
two hours and five minutes in a marathon 
tirade. According to White, Winchell stated 
that for twenty-five years he had been a 
close friend of his and of the NAACP and a 
vigorous supporter of their policies but 
that now because of his support of th e Stork 
Club's action in the l l lnci- 

dent that he was being crucified by the NAACP 
and by newspapers like the New York post. 
Winchell said that as a consequence if he 
(Winchell) were to go into Harlem now his 
blood would flow in the streets. 


be 
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White stated that he told Win- 
chell that it was Winchell 's privilege to 
admit that he had made a mistake in the 
Stork Club incident. White stated that at 
the end of conversing, Winchell said "You 
probably have recorded this conversation 
and will crucify me further." White replied 
that there were no recording devices in the 
NAACP headquarters and that he had never re- 
corded any telephone conversation, but he 
said to Winchell, "I don't doubt though that 
you are recording the conversation for your 
own benefit." Winchell hesitated for a 
moment but did not deny White's statement. 
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4^ National Association for the 
Af Advancement of Colored People 

7 20 West Street 

New York 18, New York 

Dear Mr, White: 

Your letter dated January 2, 1952# 
with an enclosure has been received* 

Your interest in referring a copy 
of this press release to me and your cooperation 
with the Federal Bureau of Investigation in 
this matter are indeed appreciated* 

Sincerely yours, 

3 , Efisfar Eoexr*'* 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


ELR:pdw:uc A ,\ 


NOTE: A copy of Mr. ."White ' s letter and a copy of the 
enclosed press release is being furnished to Miami for 
its information 1 ^. •/ S 
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Cordially 


Wm. Webster Burke - AS AC, Miami 


EOD: 12-29-41 
GS-13, $8560 


Special nt - Miami division. 
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, _ — - -I jr Mr. NllfiiS 

IXtional association for the advancement of colored people }«— bS 
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20 WEST 40TH STREET NEW YORK 18, N. V. 


#asa 


January 2, 1952 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 

I thought you might be interested in seeing 
the enclosed syndicated column I wrote about the 
Mims, Florida bombing and the job the F. B. I is 
doing. 

At the ir request. I arranged for fries Sra_. 

Webb Burke and ! I to talk with | 

despite the fact that her condition was still quite 
critical. I also turned over to them the material 
which I had gathered, believing that they would do a 
better job than anyone else. 


Walter White 

Executive Secretary " 


Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
. \ < Department of Justice 

• V A *- 4 \ Federal Bureau of Investigation 

A ' H Washington, D. €. 
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** 242 Last 68th Street 


New York, h.Y. 


For release re subscribing newspapers, 
Thursday, January 3, 1952 


MIMS, FLORIDA 
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It may be that the background of the' lush, natural beauty of blue 
lakes and sky, of orange trees so studded with golden fruit as almost to 
obliterate the green foliage and of "Millionaires' Row" in Winter Park 
makes the bombed home here of Harry T. Moore more incongruous and shock- 
ing than the destruction I witnessed during the war in Europe and Asia. 

Fo,r here is the shambles of the modest dwelling place of a man, now dead, 
and his wife, now lying critically wounded in nearby Sanford, because he 

■ 

had dared to speak out and work for enforcement of the law. 

Today I turned over to the F, B. I. the names of three persons who 
allegedly have recently advocated mob action against Mr. Moore. They are 
not the only ones who have voiced resentment against him. Repeatedly 
since august, 1949, he had written to Gov. Fuller E. Warren urging him 
to assign trustworthy persons from the Governor's office instead of 
Sheriff Willis McCall of Lake County to transport Samuel Shepherd and 
Walter Irvin frcyn the state prison at Raiford to Tavares, Lake County 
county seat, for a hearin fc on a motion for a change of venue in the new 
trial which had been ordered by the IJ. 3. Supreme Court. 

The entire world knows what happened because of Gov. Warren's 
refusal to act as was requested by Mr. Moore. Samuel Shepherd is dead 
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blast of either nitro fa lycerine or TNT. Explosives experts are convinced 
that dynamite could not have done such destruction. They are also con- 
vinced that the crime was painstakingly planned, - timed for the only 
period of the year when the entire family would be gathered together. 

Mr, Moore traveled constantly for the NAACP . Mrs. Moore is a teacher 
in a rural school near Palm Beach. Both she and Mr. Moore were denied 
renewal of their contracts as teachers in Brevard County because of 
hostility of the school officials to Mr. Moore’s participation in a 
legal campaign against educational inequalities inflicted on Negroes. 

One of the Moore daughters is a secretary in the Department of Labor in 
Washington and the other is a secretary in the public school system of 
Ocala. The bombers waited until the entire family gathered to spend 

Christmas — birthday of the Prince of Peace — together. So shattered is '/ 

no 

the modest cottage that/one knows why one of the Moore daughters and 

Mr. Moore’s 71-year-old mother, who slept in an adjoining room, were { 

f 

not also killed. It is obvious that the criminals intended to wipe out 
the entire family. 

Gov. Fuller Warren, irritated by criticisms of the failure of 
the State of Florida to act against bombings here and in Miami, has 
issued daily blasts at this commentator as "a disturber of the peaceful 
relations between the races." How peaceful those relations hava been 
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These ere samples o 1 the unpunished crimes against Negroes in 
Florida, new highlighted by the assassination of Harry Moore and by the 
spreauing of mob violence a Q ainst Jews, Catholics' and others. 

To Florida’s credit are the vigor and courage of most of its 
newspapers, especially in t he metropolitan areas, in exposing the break- 
down of lav: and order. Many citizens of the state, Negro and white, are 
shocked and aroused. Hotel men, proprietors of tourist resorts and 
Chambers of Commerce are awakening to the fact that millions of dollars 
may be lost by the unsavory developments here. Already an alarming 
number of cancellations of reservations for the winter tourist season 
have been reported. It is possible that this combination of moral 
indignation and economic interest may result in action. If the energy 
and determination of the F. B. I. can be approximated by Florida law 
enforcement officials, there is hooe that Harry Moore's tragic and 
violent death may diminish if not put- an end to the violence which has 
become an epidemic here. 
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Born, 1 July 1893, Atlanta, Georgia. 

Educated, Atlanta University; LLD, Howard University. 
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Executive Secretary, National Association for Advancement of Colored 
People, 1931 to date; 

Acting Secretary, NAACP, 1929-1930; 

Assistant Secretary, NAACP, 1918-1929; 

Member, Advisory Council for Government of the Virgin Islands, 1935. 
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DETAILS : 

White was born on July 2y 1893, at Atlanta, Georgia • 
ite /wj employed on the staff of the National Association 

for the Advancement of Colored People since 1918, and is 
presently employed as Executive Secretary of that organisation . 

• ( I . 

There has-bee n jiq ._ Bureau investigation conducted 
j-egarding Jfh iTTe * /fe ts mentioned numerous times in Bureau 
"files in connection with his work in the NAACP ’ and has 
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SSSi 


Ti^/V ALTER FRANCISfWHITE 


No investigation has been conducted regarding 
Walter Francis White , However, the following information 
was looated which may be of interest in connection with 
your inquiry, 

A report of Hearings before a Subcommittee of 
the Committee on Foreign Relatione, U, S . Senate, 81st 
Congress, published »'n 1950, page 1535, exhibit 30, 
mentions " Walter White, Secretary, National Association for 
the Advancement of Colored Feople, " os a speaker before an 
open meeting on . Democratic Rights and National Defense, " 
on June 14, 1940, at Baltimore, Maryland, sponsored by the 
Maryland Association for Democratic Rights , affiliated 
with the National Emergency Conference for Democratio Rights, 

The National Emergency Conference for Democratic 
Rights was cited as a Communist front by the Special 
Committee on Un-American Aotivitles, Report, March 29, 

1944, pages 48 and 102, (121-23278-267X12, pg, 1535) 

r*. * 

t , :& 

Exhibit 31, page 1537, of the same report^mentions 
-^Walter White, NAACP, " as a speaker at an opening seepioit. 

/ the Writers Congress under the joint sponsorship of the 


Mobilisation, on October 1, 1943, He was also liste^as 
member of a panel on Minority Groups at this meeting, 

October 2, 1943, r» 

■ 

The Hollywood Writers Mobilisation for Demons 
as been cited by the Attorney General as Communist, 

121-23278-267X12 , page 1537) 
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June 11, 1952 


- Nr. Walter White 

, * National Association for the Af ■ » urAntii Ai-rsia* 
^ Advancement of Colored People hLL IrtrlJrtlVlATlOl J 

20 Weet 40th Street UCP r,, 'f 10 inoi 
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Dear Nr. White: m I L — Him. 

I have recei >ed your very kind letter of June 9, 1952 , 
together with the column concerning Canada Lee. 

It is very gratifying that you saw fit to wrtte me 
concerning my partici pati on in your neut radio program, and I 
would consider a real privilege to indicate an acceptance 
if it were at all possible . I must explain, however, that for 
the past several years now I have had to decline all such invi- 
tations, and it is necessary due to the great number of requests 
received that I be entirely consistent In this regard. You 
will appreciate, I know, from your frequent contacts with us 
that the press uve of work here has been overwhelming, and 
frankly it shows no sign of lessening . 

It goes without soying that all of us_ hers in the 
Bureau are keenly aware of the danger and the f,rre£kr£?le dam- 
age which can result from irresponsible name-cdlli^j <=w*d 
vigi lantc action. I know you share my view thU t -jifgjjTry into 
a person's loyalty belongs in the hands of profaesU>nnjl inves- 
tigators and that evaluations of the data devtt $$e?§ should be 
made by authorities appointed for that purpos c» K * ^ 

- VJ r? -^5 

J trust thao you will accept my sincere ‘Tease to and 
I do hope you will appreciate my positton. One of* these days 
surely the international tension will lessen so thao I can do 
some of the things that I have had to forego., > 

* „ 

Your good wishes concerning my health are indeed l 
appreciated . _ 

» ' <ii *•'(» a,'. F 

Sincerely yours, « 

„ v Edgar Hoovar / I* ,, 

cc - New York, with copy oJ^pLcoming. ' * ' 
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a copy of his press release rega g not as a communist 

a l n a ZTre\Yaf\e nentione tolling to a FBI off iota. 

regarding Lee 1 s loyalty • 
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ATIONAL ASSOCIATION FOR THE ADVANCEMENT OF COLORED PEOPLE 


20 WEST 40th STREET, NEW YORK 18, N. Y. 


personal 


Dear Mr. Hoover: 


June 9 , 1952 


Mr. ToIsonJ'— 

Mr. 

Mr. li:Ynont 

Mr. Cli!»S I 

Mr. Cluvin ! 

Mr. Ha, to 1 

Mr. Rosen 1 

Mr. Trac7 t\- • 

Mr. Lau^hlm/JV; 

Mr. Mala- 

Tele. Raca^ipT \ 

Mr. BoUcznU 

Miss Gandy I 


I would l ike _to ha ve you^joln me on a broadcast on my new 
radio program* The format is "simple'ahd^soffiewhHTdifferent since 
It combines a discussion with a guest and a brief news analysis. 
The di sc u88_lor Lj3a.tween-.my- -guest,. and.my self ^ takes ten, minutes , 
and it tfas been remarkable how much can be crowded into such an 
ad lib discussion. > 


The program originates from Station WLIB in New York, and 
other stations which have subscribed to date are WCFL in Chicago, 
KFWD in Los Angeles (the Warner Brothers station), WWDC in Washing- 
ton, WIP in Philadelphia and WBMS in Boston. T he guest on my.. .first 
program w as Mrs. Rooseve lt . and others who ha ve been recorded are 
Se na tbr^Hube'rt ’Humahrey: , f ' \ Av ere 11 Harriman 

and Dr . Channln g,Toh.laa . I^am do ing a program w i th Senator R usse ll 
on June _30 and haye.^inyitjs^Ser^^T^rsehho.wer, ^Senators Taft and 
Kefauver and Ambassador Chester Bowles to appear. Mr. Bowles has 

fr .vdp 1 7 ^4 B 

What 1 wo uld like to discuss with you, if you are willin g to 
do so, is the posHSlIi ty "oFjB^tabii”s|^e£^; pf^aois#V^Kchi.hWTr-j>y' 
whi c H pe rs on s f £1 s'e ly accuaedofbelonglng.or having be l onged . to 
an 6 r gan izatl o ri on the A 1 1 orney. Gene r.aljs . s u bver siv e li s t may 
attain" an hlTje c tly.e' "hearing . * You know me well enough to know that 
I feel strongly that if a man is guilty in the slightest degree of 
disloyalty th© book should be thrown at h im. But I hav e been dis- 
turbed at the manner in which people like Dr. Charming 

Tobias and one or two others have been falsely accused. I feel 
equally disturbed about the same situation facing any person irre- 
spective of color But when Americans who have done so much to 
stop communis m by fighting for democracy, as has been the case with 
| and Dr. Tobias, can be smeared. by crackpots, the situ- 
ation becomes dangerous to democracy itself. 


have discussed this several times. But as 
|.bay © . explained., to me , C ongr e s.s . has never” 


$ ■* . L£U N3U 


\ bot h _h e.afi.dl |.ha.vo „ exp lained _ td .jhe,. C ongre3.s....has., never 

given the FBI the authority to clear a person if his record is clear. 
Here~Ts~ a "ayn d lcated .c olumn 1 wr o te .Abo.ut, Jhe case o f CanadaLee . ‘ 

It would have been enormously useful, in my opinion, to have used 
the talents of an earnest and sincere person like Canada Lee to 
offset the effect of men like Paul Robeson. 
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Canada Lee's obituaries were lengthy and effusive --so laudatory, in fact, that 
the generous and gentle aotor would be startled by them in light of the privation he 
experienced during the last few months of hiB life. It is certain he would read them 
with a hitter smile reflecting that he might have earned money enough for the rest 
and medical treatment he needed to save his life had the newspapers spoken as admir- 
ingly of him during his lifetime as they did when he died. 

They had written, it is true, in glowing terms of Canada Lee's superlative per- 
formance in "Cry, the Beloved Country" in which the spectator through Mr. Lee's great 
acting really lived the role of the Reverend Stephen Kamala. But employment neither 
in Hollywood nor television nor radio materialized as would have been the case of any 
other actor following such ecstatic reviews. A whispering campaign was circulated 
among broadcasting and advertising executives that Mr. Lee was "too controversial" 
because he had appeared at benefits for organizations purportedly fighting race pre- 
judice which subsequently had been placed on the Attorney General's subversive list. 

Never one to take attack or innuendo lying down, Mr. Lee called a press con- 
ference in 1949 "to put the record straight". In that rich and eloquent voice of his 
he deolared passionately and angrily, "I am not a Communist or a Joiner of any kind, 
never have been and never will be. Call me a Communist and you call all Negroes Com- 
munist who cry out against Injustice." Dutifully same of the press reported his 
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